
 
 

GABRIEL VISITS MARY: FOLLOW-UP FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
  

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9:6-7 and Luke 1: 26-38 

STORY POINT: Gabriel’s announcement to Mary fulfills the promise God made to send a savior for His people. 

Key Passage: Isaiah 9:6 (Preschool) Isaiah 9:6-7 (Elementary) 

 

THE TRULY IMPORTANT PART OF CHRISTMAS 

Invite your family to discuss about what is the truly important part of Christmas. Ask if anyone can tell you what 

Christmas is about. Make two columns on the piece of paper. In the left column, list all the things we learn about 

Christmas from the Bible, e.g., Jesus was born in a manger. In the right column, list all the things that are not in the 

Bible, e.g., Santa flies on a sleigh to deliver presents to children. 

When you have exhausted your family’s answers, ask: “If we had to erase one side of the board and when we erased 

it all the things listed would disappear and no longer be a part of Christmas, which side of the board should we erase? 

Why? 

 

WHY THE NAME JESUS? 

Tell your family that you are going to have a contest to see who can guess why God, through the angel Gabriel, told 

Mary to name her son Jesus. Record the children’s distinctly different answers on a piece of paper, with their name 

next to their guess. If another family member guesses similarly to an answer already mentioned, put his or her name 

next to the answer. After you have about five answers, judge which is closest to the answer below to see who won.  

ANSWER: The name Jesus in the New Testament is the same as the Old Testament name Joshua and means savior. 

God told Joseph (Matthew 1:21) that he gave the name “Jesus” to the baby in Mary’s womb because 

Jesus would “save his people from their sins.” Even before Jesus was born, God knew that his Son was 

going to save us from our sin by cleansing us with his blood, shed on the cross. 

 

ORNAMENT CRAFT 

Please print out the ornament page. Ask your child to decorate/color the one side of the ornament anyway they would 

like and on the other side to write one of the names that Jesus is called on the other from our memory verse Isaiah 

9:6 -  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, or Prince of Peace.  

After your child is done decorating their ornament punch a hole in the top and find a piece of string or yarn and say 
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the following to remind them of our Bible story today from Luke 1:26-38.  

SAY: (While holding up the string.) There’s nothing extraordinary about this piece of string, is there? It’s just string, 

just a small piece cut from a much longer strand. Left on its own, it might get thrown away or sucked up in a vacuum 

cleaner, never to be seen again. 

But look what happens when I thread this string through the top of an ornament, tie it off, so it can hang on a tree? 

This string becomes part of something beautiful. Mary was just an ordinary girl, but her faith in God allowed her to do 

something extraordinary. God can do extraordinary things through anyone who finds the faith to trust God and obey 

his commands. 

This Advent, as we wait for the day to celebrate the coming of Jesus, ask God to show you what he wants to do in 

your life. If you have faith, there’s no limit to what God can do through you! 

Now the ornament is ready to hang on your Christmas tree or anywhere else that your child can see it and know that 

there’s no limit to what God can do through them! 

 

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY 

Take time as a family to work on the Advent memory passage. Read through the Bible verse together a few times.  

Then write the verse on a white board / chalk board or paper leaving fill-in the blanks to see if your family can recite 

the missing words. Do this a few times in hopes of committing the verse to memory.  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 

of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice 

and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:6–7) 

 

DISCUSSION & BIBLE SKILLS  

Distribute a Bible to everyone in the family or share. Help them find Isaiah 9:6-7 and Luke 1: 26-38. 

Ask the following questions. Lead your family to discuss:  

1. Who was Gabriel?  

2. Who did the angel visit?  

3. What message did the angel have for Mary? 

4. What were the different emotions that Mary felt during her conversation with Gabriel?  

5. Why was Mary “greatly troubled”? 



                                                                                   
 

GABRIEL VISITS MARY:  

FOLLOW-UP FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

 

6. What did Mary say in return? 

7. Why did Mary agree to do what the angel asked? 

8. What is one thing in your life you need to trust to God?  

9. Is it hard or easy to trust things to God? 

 

JOURNAL & PRAYER 

Distribute a piece of paper and a pencil. Guide your family to think about and answer the questions listed below: 

 What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?  

 What does the story teach me about myself? 

 Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good?  

 Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?  

 How does this story help me to live on mission better?  

Discuss with your children as they write, invite them to share their ideas.  

Then pray, God, as when begin Advent we especially thank you for sending Jesus and your amazing love for each 

one of us.  Help our family to see your beauty and share your love and the good news of Christmas this season. Thank 

you for sending your light into our world and into our lives. 

  

 


